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EC-9638. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis-
sion’s monthly report on the status of licens-
ing and regulatory duties for August 2002; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-9639. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 417 of the USA-PATRIOT Act (P.L.
107-56), the report relative to the ‘“‘status of
the implementation of machine-readable
passports (MRPs) in countries participating
in the Visa Waiver Program’ received on No-
vember 7, 2002; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

EC-9640. A communication from the Comp-
troller General of the United States, General
Accounting Office, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to Reports, Testimony,
Correspondence, and Other Publications for
August 2002; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-9641. A communication from the Chair-
man, Consumer Product Safety Commaission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report
relative to the U.S. consumer Product Safety
Commission’s (CPSC) inventory of commer-
cial activities for 2002; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

EC-9642. A communication from the Comp-
troller General of the United States, General
Accounting Office, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to Reports, Testimony,
Correspondence, and Other Publications for
September 2002; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petition or memorial
was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as
indicated:

POM-360. A joint resolution adopted by the
Alaska State Legislature relative to the
desecration of the United States Flag; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE No. 59

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the
State of Alaska:

Whereas certain actions, although argu-
ably related to one person’s free expression,
nevertheless raise issues concerning public
decency, public peace, and the rights of ex-
pression and sacred values of others; and

Whereas there are symbols of our national
soul, such as the Washington Monument, the
United States Capitol Building, and memo-
rials to our greatest leaders, that are the
property of every American and are there-
fore worthy of protection from desecration
and dishonor; and

Whereas the American Flag was most
nobly born in the struggle for independence
that began with ‘“The Shot Heard Round the
World” on a bridge in Concord, Massachu-
setts; and

Whereas, in the War of 1812, the American
Flag stood boldly against foreign invasion,
symbolized the stand of a young and brave
nation against the mighty world power of
that day and, in its courageous resilience, in-
spired our national anthem; and

Whereas, in the Second World War, the
American Flag was the banner that led the
American battle against facist imperialism
from the depths of Pearl Harbor to the
mountaintop on Iwo Jima, and from defeat
in North Africa’s Kasserine Pass to victory
in the streets of Hitler’s Germany; and

Whereas Alaska’s star was woven into the
fabric of the Flag in 1959, and that 49th star
has become an integral part of the Union;
and
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Whereas the American Flag symbolizes the
ideals that good and decent people fought for
in Vietnam, often at the expense of their
lives or at the cost of cruel condemnation
upon their return home; and

Whereas the American Flag symbolizes the
sacred values for which loyal Americans
risked and often lost their lives in securing
civil rights for all Americans, regardless of
race, sex, or creed; and

Whereas the American Flag was carried to
the moon as a banner of goodwill, vision, and
triumph on behalf of all mankind; and

Whereas the American Flag was raised by
New York City fire fighters atop the rubble
of the World Trade Center and became the
symbol of a nation challenged as it had never
been before; and

Whereas the American Flag to this day is
a most honorable and worthy banner of a na-
tion that is thankful for its strengths and
committed to curing its faults and remains
the destination of millions of immigrants at-
tracted by the universal power of the Amer-
ican ideal; and

Whereas the law as interpreted by the
United States Supreme Court no longer ac-
cords to the Stars and Stripes that rev-
erence, respect, and dignity befitting the
banner of that most noble experiment of a
nation-state; and

Whereas House Joint Resolution 36, which
passed the United States House of Represent-
atives and has been referred to the United
States Senate, proposes an amendment to
the United States Constitution stating, ‘“The
Congress shall have power to prohibit the
physical desecration of the flag of the United
States’’; and

Whereas Senate Joint Resolution 7, intro-
duced in the United States Senate, proposes
an amendment to the United States Con-
stitution stating, ‘“The Congress shall have
LR 59 power to prohibit the physical desecra-
tion of the flag of the United States’’; and

Whereas it is only fitting that people ev-
erywhere should lend their voices to a force-
ful call for restoration to the Stars and
Stripes of a proper station under law and de-
cency; be it

Resolved by the Alaska State Legislature,
That the Congress of the United States is re-
quested to pass House Joint Resolution 36 or
Senate Resolution 7, or comparable legisla-
tion, and present to the legislatures of the
several states an amendement to the Con-
stitution of the United States that would
specifically provide the Congress power to
prohibit the physical desecration of the Flag
of the United States; this request does not
constitute a call for a constitutional conven-
tion; and be it further

Resolved, That the legislatures of the sev-
eral states are invited to join with Alaska to
secure ratification of the proposed amend-
ment.

————————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. HOLLINGS, from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 2862: A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a scientific basis for new firefighting
technology standards, improve coordination
among Federal, State, and local fire officials
in training for and responding to terrorist
attacks and other national emergencies, and
for other purposes. (Rept. No. 107-344).

———
NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED

The following nominations were dis-
charged from the Committee on Envi-
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ronment and Public Works pursuant to
the order of November 18, 2002:

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION

Anne B. Pope, of Tennessee, to be Federal
Cochairman of the Appalachian Regional
Commission.

Richard J. Peltz, of Pennsylvania, to be Al-
ternative Federal Cochairman of the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission.

The following nomination was dis-
charged from the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation
pursuant to the order of November 18,
2002:

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
James M. Loy, of Virginia, to be Under
Secretary of Transportation for Security for
a term of five years.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 549
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 549, a bill to ensure the availability
of spectrum to amateur radio opera-
tors.
S. 2581
At the request of Mr. MILLER, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2581, a bill to conduct a study on the ef-
fectiveness of ballistic imaging tech-
nology and evaluate its effectiveness as
a law enforcement tool.
S. 2721
At the request of Mr. SARBANES, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2721, a bill to improve the
voucher rental assistance program
under the United States Housing Act of
1937, and for other purposes.
S. 3000
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3000, a bill to enhance and fur-
ther research into paralysis and to im-
prove rehabilitation and the quality of
life for persons living with paralysis
and other physical disabilities, and for
other purposes.
S. 3018
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. DAYTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3018, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
hance beneficiary access to quality
health care services under the medi-
care program, and for other purposes.
S. 3114
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON), the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. NELSON) and the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) were added
as cosponsors of S. 3114, a bill to ensure
that a public safety officer who suffers
a fatal heart attack or stroke while on
duty shall be presumed to have died in
the line of duty for purposes of public
safety officer survivor benefits.
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